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meditating an onslaught on the Boers; he knew, on the other
hand, that Cetewayo was friendly to the English. Haggard
believed, as he asserted in Cetewayo and His White Neighbours^ that
Shepstone saved the Boers from massacre by the Zulus in annexing
the Transvaal as a crown colony. Unluckily Sir Bartle Frere, the
High Commissioner, ruined Shepstone's diplomacy by going to
war with Cetewayo and crippling the Zulu power, so enabling the
Boers under Kruger to rebel successfully with the Majuba
disaster.

What Justin McCarthy naively called " the plain common sense
of England" condemned Sir Bartle Frere; he did not say if the
same "plain common sense" demanded the persecution and
degradation to which Shepstone was subjected by Gladstone's
government after Majuba. What McCarthy did say in one of the
most exotic blooms of Humbug ever produced from an historian's
hothouse was:

" There was for a time a great outcry, and many English
Liberals, as well as Tories, insisted that the defeat of the English
on Majuba Hill ought to have been effaced in blood before
England consented to let the Transvaal go. But Mr. Gladstone
could not see that the attempt to crush out the independence
of a foreign state was so sacrosanct as to justify any policy,
however extreme, which might be needed to carry it to complete
success. He believed that the policy was wrong in the beginning,
and was not to be made right merely by the fact that those
against whom it was directed had courage and resolve enough
to meet it with a gallant resistance. England had resources
enough to extirpate the military defenders, and, indeed, the
whole Boer population of the Transvaal if she had thought fit;
but Mr. Gladstone was not a statesman who could be brought
to believe that the true heart and mind of England would
sanction such a course of action."

For such sightless opportunism as Gladstone's, English history
is lucidly searched in vain until recent times; it never appears to
have occurred to any of the pro-Boer sentimentalists, at the date
of either Majuba or Mafeking, that the Boers were interloping
settlers like ourselves and that South Africa belonged by right to
the black races, whose splendid physical and moral well-being